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From Living in LoCo correspondent Erica Garman:  
 
If you are a proven senior-level leader in government, business, non-profit or education, 
and you’d like to share your talents and gain insight into issues that affect the 
commonwealth, you may want to check out Lead Virginia.  
 
The president and CEO of Lead Virginia is Leesburg Vice Mayor Susan Horne. 
According to Horne, participants attend seven intense sessions throughout the year at 
various Virginia locations, addressing regional differences, similarities and public 
policies for the state’s greater good.  
 
The program is endorsed and designed by the Virginia Chamber of Commerce with the 
intent of developing and growing a network of statewide leaders.  
 
One way Lead Virginia hopes to reach this goal is by developing "social capital" among 
its participants. Kenneth Ruscio, president of Washington and Lee University and an 
active member of Lead Virginia’s Board of Directors describes social capital as “that 
intangible resource in modern society that enables people to come together in an 
environment of trust in order to promote the common good.”  
 
Virginia is widely known for its NoVa (Northern Virginia) v. RoVa (Rest of Virginia) 
conflict, but in actuality each of Virginia’s several regions has its own distinct strengths, 
problems and agendas. By developing this "social capital" statewide, leaders from the 
different regions of Virginia can hopefully establish relationships to forge a stronger, 
unified commonwealth.  
 
Approximately 40 participants are selected by a committee of Lead Virginia’s Board of 
Directors. Jan. 15 is the application deadline for the upcoming class of 2008. 


