




John W. Knapp, Jr. 

 
Director – Government Affairs 

Verizon Virginia, Inc. 
 

 
 
As Director – Government Affairs, John is responsible for interfacing with state and local 
governments in Virginia and coordinating and handling public policy issues.  
Additionally, he leads Verizon’s economic development and broadband public policy 
efforts in the state. 
 
John is a native of Virginia who grew up in Lexington and graduated from Wake Forest 
University in 1983 with a degree in mathematics.  In 1987, John earned a Master of 
Engineering degree in systems engineering from the University of Virginia.   
 
He began his career with C&P Telephone Company -- now Verizon Communications -- 
in June of 1983.  His early career was spent in management positions in engineering, but 
he later moved on to a number of other diverse areas, to include capital management, 
operations, marketing, external affairs, regulatory, and corporate compliance.  He began 
his current assignment in December 2003. 
 
John is actively involved in the community, serving on the boards of a variety of 
organizations and government commissions over the years.  He currently serves on the 
boards of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, Virginia Capital, LLC, and the Heart of 
Virginia Council of the Boy Scouts of America.    
 
John recently retired with over 24 years service in the Virginia Army National Guard and 
Army Reserve.  He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and retired after 4½ years as 
Commander of the 229th Engineer Battalion in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
 
He and his wife -- Fay Eure -- live in the Ginter Park community of the City of Richmond 
with their son, Johnny. 



KAREN A. RASCHKE 
8019 Riverside Drive 

Richmond, Virginia  23225 
(804) 330-2989 

KARaschke@vlpp.org 
 
 

    EMPLOYMENT 

 
Virginia League for Planned Parenthood:  September, 2004 – Present 

President/CEO 
Oversee $1.7 million agency budget; work with Board to set strategic plan and policy; provide 
leadership to reproductive services organization.  Continue developing working relationships with 
potential new partners in VLPP’s prenatal program and additional adoption agency collaborations. 
 

Office of Chief Staff Attorney, Virginia Court of Appeals:  June 2003 – January 2004 

Staff Attorney   
Reviewed criminal appeals from Circuit courts; drafted opinions and recommendations on petitions 
for appeals. 
 

Minority Leader, Virginia House of Delegates:  January – April 2003 

Counsel 
Coordinated House Democratic Caucus legislative actions with Policy staff of Governor’s Office.  
Drafted legislation and legislative amendments.  Participated in policy meetings with House 
leadership.  Advised Minority Leader and House Democratic Caucus members on issues concerning 
procedural rules, proposed changes to House Rules, implications of certain legislation.  Assisted 
Minority Leader in his role as a Delegate with certain complex constituent matters.   
 

Center for Reproductive Law & Policy (CRLP):   1998 – November, 2001 

(CRLP is a reproductive rights law firm now called “Center for Reproductive Rights”) 
Staff Attorney, State Programs 
Provided advice and assistance to state activists, lobbyists, legislators, physicians, and other health 
care providers throughout the country regarding array of reproductive rights issues such as “refusal 
clause” legislation and “laws affecting medical abortion.”   Initiated nationwide, grant- funded 
effort to increase awareness of and access to emergency contraception, later named “Back Up 
Your Birth Control;” concept adopted by national pro-choice and reproductive health 
communities for annual action beginning in Spring, 2002.  Developed multi-faceted policy, 
legislative, media and other public, pro-active strategies for use by state contacts.  Provided legal 
analyses and in-person testimony.  Designated as spokesperson for organization on specific legal 
and legislative issues including assistance in representing the Center in nationwide pro-active media 
outreach around successful Supreme Court cases including Stenberg v. Carhart in 2000 (the 
Nebraska “Partial Birth” law).  Supervised paralegals and office staff. 
 
Macaulay Lee & Powell:  1997 – 1998 
Of Counsel 
Represented Planned Parenthood Advocates of Virginia and the Virginia Society for Respiratory 
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Care (VSRC) before the Virginia General Assembly.  Represented CRLP in its grant-funded 
efforts to add contraceptive coverage to all employers’ prescription health care plans.   Provided 
regulatory guidance and strategy to VSRC for implementation of licensure law after successful 
passage of legislation for which they retained me.    
 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia:  1989 – 1998 

Director of Legislative & Political Affairs  
Developed and implemented legislative strategy; lobbied Virginia General Assembly members; 
drafted legislation; analyzed and distributed legal issue papers; wrote position papers; testified 
before legislative committees; organized and prepared witnesses; wrote House and Senate floor 
speeches; established and maintained close working relationships with the House and Senate 
Clerks’ offices;  prepared and held press conferences; served as media spokesperson; led Pro-
Choice Alliance; directed volunteers.  Represented PPAV as well as individual affiliates before 
agencies, including effort to affect implementation of Medicaid Managed care and the reproductive 
health services which become a part of the “Essential Health Services” offered as a basic health 
insurance policy for small Virginia businesses.  Answered affiliate legal questions regarding 
HIPAA, parental disclosure requirements and the like.  Supervised numerous interns and volunteers. 
 

♦ Helped pass critical health care legislation, including the 1996 “Direct Access” bill, 
which allows women to see their OB/GYN providers without barriers to access, and the 
1997 bill requiring health insurers to offer a plan which includes prescription birth 
control. 

♦ Built ad hoc coalitions with both like-minded and disparate groups, including 1996 
partnership with the Catholic Diocese of Richmond to fight proposed cap on welfare 
benefits.  (We were ultimately unsuccessful in defeating legislation, but having good 
relationship served to occasionally neutralize their actions.) 

 
Virginia Power:  1982 – 1989 
Public Policy Coordinator 1988-1989 
Management-level position providing legal and lobbying assistance in Virginia and North Carolina 
General Assemblies.  Monitored study resolutions and developed company responses.  Published 
Virginia and North Carolina legislative reports for upper management.  Served as lead lobbyist on 
successful Coal Tax Credit and Overhead High Voltage Line Safety Act legislation.  Represented 
utility interests before regulatory body. 
Insurance Analyst 1984-1988 
Researched, analyzed, and tracked state and federal legislation affecting insurance costs and 
availability.  Prepared and reviewed company position papers and responses to proposed legis-
lation and rulemaking on state and federal levels.  Reviewed contracts and negotiated critical 
contract terms  
Associate Counsel, Industrial Relations 1982-1984 
Interpreted collective bargaining agreement and applied it to problems confronting operating 
management and issues in grievance arbitration.  Prepared and litigated workers’ compensation,  
unemployment, and grievance arbitration cases.   
 

 

 



Karen A. Raschke 
Page 3 
 
The Research Group, Inc., Charlottesville, Virginia:  1980 – 1982 
Research Attorney 1980-1982 
Researched and wrote legal briefs, jury instructions, other court papers in organization serving 
attorneys in all jurisdictions.  Areas of concentration included labor law and corporate law. 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
• Planned Parenthood Advocates of Virginia:  Chair, 1999-2006 
• Pro-Choice PAC:  Founder;  President, 1999-2001 and 2003-present 
• Virginia League for Planned Parenthood: Executive Committee, 1999-2004; Board 

Development committee and Communications committee, 2004 
• Make Women Count (bipartisan, pro-choice political action committee):  Founding 

Member, First President, 1993-1995;  Chair, Legislative Committee, 1995-1996 
• Leadership Metro Richmond:  Chair, Annual Fund Drive, 2004 
• Virginia Forum (pro-choice, progressive editorial-placing board):  Member, 1996 - present;  

Board Chair, 1998-2005  
• World Affairs Council:  Board Member, 2002 - present;  in 2003 provided speaker and 

introduced a “Status of Women Internationally” program 
• AAUW, Bon Air chapter:  member 2002 - present 
• Virginia CASA Association:  Executive Director, 2002  (served as interim, pro bono) 
• Richmond YWCA:  Board Member, 1994-1997; Executive Committee, 1995-1997; Chair, 

Public Policy Task Force, 1995-1997 
• Women’s Lobbying Group:  Founder; Member, 1989-1998 
• Coordinators/2, Inc. (private adoption agency):  Board Member, 1996-1998; vice-president, 

1997 
• MCV/VCU Women’s Health Advisory Council:  Council member and Legislative 

Committee member, 1994-1999   
• YMCA of Richmond:  Member, International Committee, 1994-2000 
• North Richmond YMCA:  Board of Directors, 1984-1993   
• American Bar Association, Individual Rights & Responsibilities section, 2001 - present 
• Virginia Women Attorneys Association, 1998 - present 
• Richmond Bar Association:  member, 1982 - present;  Judicial Nominations Committee, 

2002 - 2005;  Corporate Counsel section, 1982 - 1989 
• Metropolitan Richmond Women’s Bar Association:  member, 1982–present; Executive 

Committee, 1983-1989, 1992-1995; Chair, Membership Committee, 1986-1988; Co-Chair, 
Membership Committee, 1988-1989;  Chair, Legislative Committee, 1992-1994; Co-Chair, 
Judicial Candidate Development Committee, 1994-1996 

 
GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 

 

• Virginia Council on the Status of Women, 2003 – present (reappointed in 2005) 
• City of Richmond Human Services Commission, Women’s Committee, 1998-2000 
• City of Richmond Mayor’s Commission on the Concerns of Women, 1994-1998 
• Family Life Education Subcommittee, Virginia Council on Teen Pregnancy Prevention, 

1992-1994 
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• Youth and Family Subcommittee, Lieutenant Governor’s Commission to Stimulate 

Personal Initiative to Overcome Poverty (“The Poverty Commission”), 1992-1993. 
 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

• LEAD VA, Inaugural Class, 2005 
• Community Choice Award, 1999, Virginia League for Planned Parenthood 
• Leadership Metro Richmond, 1998 - 1999 Class 
• (Richmond) YWCA Outstanding Women Award, 1998, in law 
• Women of Achievement Award, 1995;  one of nine women honored in a special celebration 

of the Metropolitan Richmond Women’s Bar Association’s 20th anniversary 
• Community Service Award, for work in reproductive rights, American Jewish Congress of 

the National Capitol Region, 1992  Washington, DC 
 

EDUCATION 

 
Masters-level classes in Nonprofit Management, Virginia Commonwealth University, Fall, 2003 
(classes in Fundraising, Strategic Planning, Budget Setting, and Financial Management) 
 
Wake Forest University School of Law:  J.D. 1980 
Emphasis on labor and business law 
Vice President, Women in Law, 1978-1979; Articles Editor, The Jurist (law school alumni 
magazine); North Carolina masters swim team 
 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill:  B.A. 1976 
English major; Psychology minor 
Dean’s List, 1972-1975; elected member, Student Honor Court; Varsity Field Hockey, Junior 
Varsity Swimming and Fencing teams (letter) 
 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES 

 
Virginia State Bar, since 1981; North Carolina State Bar, since 1980 (inactive) 
 

PERSONAL 

 
Married to Donald L. Creach; hobbies include lap swimming, politics, 19th-century literature, 
poetry, long-distance bicycle travel 





Darrel W. Staat 
President, Central Virginia Community College 
3506 Wards Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 
 
 
Dr. Darrel W. Staat is the President of Central Virginia Community College.  Since his  
 
arrival in 1999, the college has  
 

• worked with the Central Virginia Region’s business  
 

• completed Manufacturing Technology facility, now known as the AREVA 
Technology Center,  

 
• completed a $10.5 million funding campaign to construct and equip the new 

facility,  
 

• supported the faculty in developing over 70 online courses leading to two online 
degrees,  

 
• and implemented three off-campus centers. 

 
 
 He serves a number of local boards including the Greater Lynchburg Chamber, Central  
 
Virginia Industries, Region 2000 Workforce Investment Board, Virginia Philpot  
 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership Board, Institute of Manufacturing Technology, and 
 
Region 2000 Economic Development Council.  
 
 
He came to Lynchburg from Kennebunk, Maine where he served as the founding  
 
President of York County Community College from 1994-1998. He was one of six 
 
individuals who initiated the York County Development Corporation for economic 
 
development in the southern region of Maine. He also served on the Kennebunk Chamber  
 
of Commerce Board.  
 
 
 
 



Prior to that position he served as President of Eastern Maine Community College in  
 
Bangor, Maine for four years. Before moving to Maine he served as Vice President for 
 
 Educational Affairs and Vice President for Development at Florence Darlington  
 
Technical College in Florence, S.C. In addition to administrative experience, he taught 
 
fulltime for 12 years and currently teaches on online course in American Literature at 
 
CVCC.  
 
 
Dr. Staat grew up in Michigan and received his doctorate from the University of  
 
Michigan. He enjoys golfing, sailing, reading and writing as leisure activities and lives 
 
with his wife Beverly in Lynchburg.  
 
 



      

  

Jeffrey D. Wassmer 

President & Chief Executive Officer 

Spectrum Comm Inc.  

  

Jeff Wassmer is the President and CEO of Spectrum Comm Inc., a company which he founded in 
1999. He has over 20 years experience in network security and in program management of 
Department of Defense Command, Control, Communications, Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance programs. 

During 20 years of service in the Air Force, he gained expertise while serving as a Senior Systems 
Analyst for C4ISR systems. He led the effort to electronically connect Air Force ISR systems to a 
distributed environment world-wide; an infrastructure that has allowed many significant “firsts” 
during recent contingency efforts. Jeff has been personally cited for his contributions to Operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. Jeff has been at the forefront of many ISR Architecture 
modernization efforts that have enabled more efficient, timely and accurate information and 
intelligence. 

Jeff has led Spectrum to a more than thirty-three percent growth each year. Through Jeff’s 
leadership, Spectrum has been recognized as one of the Top 25 Companies to Work for in Hampton 
Roads for the past two years. 

Spectrum was recently announced as one of the states Fantastic 50 companies for the second year.   
Spectrum has been cited as the 5th and 7th Fastest Growing Small Business in the state of Virginia. 
Because of Spectrum's Success under Jeff's leadership, he was recently selected as the Virginia 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Small Business Person of the Year.  

Mr. Wassmer is also involved in many community organizations to include Military Affairs Council of 
VPCC, Boy Scouts of America, Vice-Chairman of a local Political Committee, County Board, and 
Board of Regents of the VPCC Leadership Institute.  Mr. Wassmer is a recent graduate of Virginia’s 
first Lead VA Inaugural Class of 2005.   Mr. Wassmer was selected by his peers to serve as the Vice 
President of the newly formed Lead VA Alumni Association.     

  

   


	Gina M. Burgin
	John W. Knapp, Jr.



