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LEAD VIRGINIA 
  

Williamsburg Session, April 16 ɀ 18, 2009 
 

Agenda 
 

Curriculum Chair: Dr. John P. Thomas, Director, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, University of Virginia and LEAD VIRGINIA Board 
of Directors 

 
Thursday, April  16  
12:00 noonɀ2:00 p.m.  2009  Opening Luncheon  ɀ Williamsburg Lodge, 310 S. England Street, Virginia Ballroom F (Lower 

Level) 
 Greetings from Town Crier  
 Welcome, Introductions and Expectations ,  

 Dr. Patricia P. Cormier, President, Longwood University and Chairman, LEAD VIRGINIA Board of 
Directors 

 Susan B. Horne, President & CEO, LEAD VIRGINIA 
Welcome to Colonial Williamsburg  
 Colin G. Campbell, Chairman, President & CEO, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker  
 Dr. John P. Thomas, Director, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, University of Virginia and 

LEAD VIRGINIA Board of Directors 
Keynote Speaker  
 Christopher T. Gates, President, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement   

 
2:00ɀ2:15 p.m.   Break , Tidewater Room D 
 
2:15ɀ5:15 p.m. Building Relation ships for Social Capital ɀ Tidewater Room 
 Facilitators: 

 Dr. Robert E. (Bob) Matson, Professor and Director, Leadership Development, Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service, University of Virginia 

 A. Tyler St. Clair, Faculty, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, University of Virginia 
 
5:15ɀ6:30 p.m. Break , Tidewater Room D 
  
6:30ɀ7:30 p.m.  Reception , Williamsburg Inn East Lounge 
 
7:30ɀ9:00 p.m.  Dinner , Williamsburg Inn East Lounge 
 
Friday, April  17 
7:15ɀ8:30 a.m. Breakfast ɀ Colony Room AB 
 
8:30ɀ9:15 a.m.   Greetings and Thoughts on Civic Leadership ɀ Colony Room D & E 

 ȰPresident 4ÈÏÍÁÓ *ÅÆÆÅÒÓÏÎȱ 
  
9:15ɀ10:15 a.m. State-of-the-State:  Past, Present and Trends ɀ Colony Room D & E 
 Moderator:  Dr. John P. Thomas 
 Economics and Public Perceptions  

 Dr. Christine (Chris) Chmura, President and Chief Economist, Chmura Economics & Analytics 
 Dr. Robert (Bob) Holsworth, President, Virginia Tomorrow, LLC 

10:15ɀ10:30 a.m.   Break, Colony Foyer  
 
10:30 a.m.ɀ12:00 p.m.  Education:  Perception and Reality  ɀ Colony Room D & E 

   Dr. Patricia Wright, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Virginia Department of Education  
 The Honorable Thomas R. Morris, Secretary of Education, Commonwealth of Virginia and LEAD 

VIRGINIA Board of Directors 
 

12:00ɀ1:15 p.m.   Luncheon  ɀ Colony Room AB 
    Keynote Speaker 



 Hugh D. Keogh, President & CEO, Virginia Chamber of Commerce and LEAD VIRGINIA Board of 
Directors 

 
1:15ɀ3:00 p.m. Health Care:  Perception and Reality  ɀ Colony Room D & E 

Moderator: Jane Kusiak, Executive Director, Council ÏÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 Dr. Louis Rossiter, Research Professor, The Thomas Jefferson Program in Public Policy, College of 

William & Mary  
 Michael Cassidy, Executive Director, The Commonwealth Institute  

  
3:00- 3:45 p.m.   Break  and Change for Photographs  
     
3:45 ɀ 4:15 p.m. Group Photograph Taken of Class of 2009   
 
4:15ɀ6:00 p.m. Individual Photo Appointments for Composite Picture of Class of 2009 ɀ Tidewater Room A 
 
6:00ɀ7:15 p.m. Reception ɀ Colony Room ABC/ Conference Center Courtyard (weather permitting)  
 
7:15-7:30 p.m. Fife & Drum Escort  ÆÒÏÍ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓÂÕÒÇ ,ÏÄÇÅ ÔÏ +ÉÎÇȭÓ !ÒÍÓ 4ÁÖÅÒÎȟ #ÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓÂÕÒÇ 
 
7:30ɀ8:45 p.m.   Dinner at +ÉÎÇȭÓ !ÒÍÓ 4ÁÖÅÒÎ 

 
8:45ɀ9:00 p.m.   Walk to Williamsburg Lodge 
 
Saturday, April  18 
7:45ɀ8:45 a.m. Breakfast , Colony Room ABC 
 
9:00ɀ10:30 a.m. 4ÈÅ %ÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÎÄ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ &ÉÓÃÁÌ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ɀ Colony Room D & E 

 Dr. Steve Peterson, Director of Research & Senior Risk Officer, Virginia Retirement System  
 The Honorable Richard (Ric) Brown, Secretary of Finance, Commonwealth of Virginia  

 
10:30ɀ10:45 a.m.   Break , Colony Foyer   
 
10:45-11:30 a.m.   Virginia Performs , Colony Room D & E 

 *ÁÎÅ +ÕÓÉÁËȟ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 
11:30-12:00 noon  Wrap -up and Setting the Stage for May 14-16 Session in Southern  Virginia  ɀ Colony Room D & E 

 Susan Horne, LEAD VIRGINIA President & CEO, Class of 2006 
 
12:00 noon   Adjourn    

 
Afternoon On Your Own with Optional Choices for further enjoyment of the area, such as: 
    Revolutionary City Street Theatre Performances  
    Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LEAD VIRGINIA 
 

Southern Virginia Session, May 14 -16, 2009 
 

 Preliminary Agenda  
 

Program/Curriculum Co -Chairs: 
 Wanda Jeffress, Owner/Vice President, S.L. Jeffress, Co., Inc. and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 
 Jeff Liverman, Executive Director, Danville Science Center and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 

 
Thursday, May 14  
 Check into Berry Hill Estate as early as 2:00 p.m., 3105 River Road, South Boston 
 
4:00p.m. Reception  at Berry Hill Estate, Courtyard  
 
4:10-4:20 p.m.   Welcome to Southern Virginia  

 The Honorable William Fitzgerald, Chairman, Halifax County Board of Supervisors  
 Benny Summerlin, Administrator, Martinsville-Henry County, LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 

 
4:20-4:30 p.m.  An Introduction to Southern Virginia ɀ Who We Are  

 4ÈÅ (ÏÎÏÒÁÂÌÅ 7Ȣ7Ȣ Ȱ4ÅÄȱ "ÅÎÎÅÔÔȟ Retired Delegate and former Director of SVHEC 
 
5:00-5:15 p.m.  Travel  by bus for trip to Southern Virginia Higher Education Center (SVHEC)   
 
5:15-5:30 p.m.  The Role of SVHEC in the Regional Economy  

 Dr. Elizabeth Adams, Executive Director, Southern Virginia Higher Education Center  
 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Transformation of the Region  

 Karl Stauber, President & CEO, Danville Regional Foundation 
 Allyson Rothrock, Executive Director, The Harvest Foundation of the Piedmont and LEAD VIRGINIA 

Board of Directors 
 Neal Noyes, President & CEO, The Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and Community  

Revitalization Commission  
 
6:30 p.m.   Walk  to The Prizery 
 
6:30-7:15 p.m.  Tours of The Prizery  

 Chris Jones, Executive Director, The Prizery  
 
7:15-7:30 p.m.  Travel  by bus to Molasses Grill, Village of Halifax 
 
7:30-9:00 p.m.  Dinner  
 
9:00 p.m.   Travel  back to Berry Hill Estate  
 
Friday, May 15  
6:45 -7:30 a.m. Breakfast , Berry Hill Dining Room  
 
7:30-7:45 a.m.  Travel  to Halifax Regional Hospital, South Boston  
  
7:45-9:00 a.m.  A Successful Model for Delivering Rural Healthcare Services  
   Facilitator: Jim Spaulding, Senior Manager and CEO, Dominion Health Group   

 Dr. Earl Moore, Medical Director, Dominion Medical Health Associates, Chase City Family Practice 
 Dr. Joe Ferguson, Medical Director, Dominion Medical Health Associates, Halifax Primary Care 
 Dr. Jim Witko, Critical Care Specialist and Chief Hospitalist    

9:00-9:10 a.m.  Break  
 
9:10-10:00 a.m.                  Prevention in Healthcare  

 Barbara Jackman, Director, Martinsville-Henry County Coalition for Health and Wellness  
 



10:00-10:30 a.m.  Travel  to Danville Community Market  
   Southern Virginia Economic Climate   

 John Cannon, Chairman, Industrial Development Authority, Halifax County, LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 
2007  

 
10:30-12 noon  The Agricultural Economy of Southern Virginia   

 Ron Van Der Hyde, Van Der Hyde Dairy  
 Linda Wallace, Director, Agricultural Development, Halifax County 
 Robert Mills, Beef/Poultry Producer     

 
12:00-12:30 p.m.  Lunch  at Danville Community Market  
 
12:30-1:00 p.m.  Travel  to Institute for Advanced Learning and Research (IALR), Danville  
 
1:00-1:15 p.m.  Welcome To The Advanced Learning and Research   

 Dr. Julie Brown, IALR  
 
1:15-2:30 p.m.  Higher Education Initiatives  

 Dr. B. Carlyle Ramsey, President, Danville Community College 
 Dr. Barry Dorsey, Executive Director, New College Institute (NCI) 
 Dr. Stephen Ausband, Post-Secondary University Impacts, Averett University  

 
2:30-2:45 p.m.  Break  
 
2:45-3:20 p.m.  Tours  of IALR 
 
3:20-4:00 p.m.  Travel  to VIRginia International Raceway (VIR)  
 
4:00-5:00 p.m.  VIR and VIPER Introductions  

 Connie Nyholm, Managing Partner and Vice President, VIRginia International Raceway 
  Ȱ)ÍÁÇÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȱ 3ÌÉÄÅÓÈÏ×  

 
5:00-5:30 p.m.  VIPER Tour 
 
5:30-6:00 p.m.  Pace Car Rides  
  
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Reception  at VIR, Tavern Deck  
 
7:00-9:00 p.m.  Dinner  in Tavern  
 
9:00 p.m.   Return to Berry Hill Estate  
 
Saturday, May 16 
8:00-8:45 a.m. Breakfast  at Berry Hill Estate, Dining Hall  
 
8:45-9:00 a.m.  Travel  by personal vehicle to Riverstone Technology Park 

 
9:00-11:00 a.m.  Case Studies  
   The Energy Economy in Southern Virginia  
   Each participant will be a stakeholder in the uranium mining issue 

 Jeff Liverman, Executive Director, Danville Science Center, LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 
 Dr. Robert Bodnar, University Distinguished Professor and C. C. Garvin Professor of Geochemistry, 

Virginia Tech 
 Katie Whitehead, Dan River Basin Association  

Moving from Milltown  and Manufacturing to Diversification  
 Tad Deriso, CEO, Mid-Atlantic Broadband Cooperative 
 Eva Doss, Southside Business Technology Center 
 Sam Willson, III, Chief Visionary Officer, AVID, LLC 
 Jeffrey Reed, Industrial Development Authority, Halifax County 

Re-branding Southern Virginia for Success  



 Randy Arno, Director, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, Southside Office  
 Linwood Wright, Economic Development Consultant  
 Leigh Cockram, Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development Commission  

 
11:00-11:30 a.m.  Reflections, Perceptions and Questions  

 Susan B. Horne, President & CEO, LEAD VIRGINIA, LEAD VIRIGNIA Class of 2006 
 
11:30 a.m.-12 noon  Wrap -up  

 Susan B. Horne, President & CEO, LEAD VIRGINIA, LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
 
Boxed Lunches provided by the Halifax County IDA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LEAD VIRGINIA 
 

Shenandoah Valley Session, June 18-20, 2009 
 

 Agenda 
 

Program/Curriculum Co -Chairs: 
 Dr. John A. Downey, Vice President of Instruction and Student Services, Blue Ridge Community College and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 

2006 
 Dr. Karen Wigginton, Vice President for College Relations, Bridgewater College 

 
 
Thursday, June 18 
4:00-6:00 p.m. Arrive  and check in  at Stonewall Jackson Hotel, 24 South Market Street, Staunton  
 
6:00-6:30 p.m. Welcome , Stonewall Jackson Hotel, The Colonnade Room 
 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Dinner  and Shenandoah Valley Workforce Overview , Stonewall Jackson Hotel, The Colonnade Room 

 Robin Sullenberger, Executive Director, Shenandoah Valley Partnership  
 
Friday, June 19 
7:00-7:45 a.m. Breakfast , Stonewall Jackson Hotel, Commonwealth Room 

 William Hamilton, Director, Staunton Department of Economic Development  
 
7:45-8:50 a.m.  Downtown Staunton Tours , walking distance of hotel 

 Blackfriars Playhouse 
 Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library  

  
8:50-9:15 a.m.  Travel  to Swoope, VA   
 
9:14-11:30 a.m.  Tour  Polyface Farms   

 
11:30-12:15 p.m.  Travel to Harrisonburg for lunch   
 
12:15-1:30 p.m.  Lunchȟ #ÁÌÌÙȭÓ  

 Brian Shull, Economic Development Director, City of Harrisonburg 
 
1:30-2:00 p.m.  Tour  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÕÓÅÕÍȟ (ÁÒÒÉÓÏÎÂÕÒÇ  
 
2:15-3:00 p.m.  Tour  Rosetta Stone, Harrisonburg  
 
3:00-3:30 p.m.  Travel  to Cross Keys Vineyards 
   Refreshments and snacks on bus 

 
3:30-4:30 p.m.  Tour and wine tasting , Cross Keys Vineyard  
 
4:30-4:45 p.m. Travel  to James Madison University, College of Integrated Science and Technology,  NTelos Room 
 
4:45-6:00 p.m.  Presentation on Rockingham Memorial Hospital  

 Kay Harrison, Vice President of Business Development, Rockingham Memorial Hospital  
 
6:00-6:30 p.m.  Travel to dinner location, Dayton, VA 
 
6:30-8:00 p.m.  Dinner  in a Mennonite home 
 
8:00-8:45 p.m.   Travel  to Stonewall Jackson Hotel 
 
Saturday, June 20 
By 7:30 a.m.  Check out of hotel  
 
7:30-7:45a.m. Load buses for travel to Bridgewater College OR travel in cars 



 
8:15-8:45 a.m. Breakfast , hosted by Bridgewater College, Boitnott Room (located in the Kline Campus Center) 
   Welcome 

 Dr. Karen Wigginton, Vice President for College Relations, Bridgewater College 
 

8:45-10:15 a.m. Education in the Valley:  Panel Discussion , Bridgewater College 
 Moderator: Dr. Karen Wigginton, Vice President for College Relations, Bridgewater College  

 Dr. Jerry Benson, Vice Provost, James Madison University 
 Dr. John Downey, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Blue Ridge Community College 
 Ms. Denise Dawson, Director of Finance and Technology, Harrisonburg City Schools  

 
10:15-10:30 a.m. Break  

 
10:30-11:45 a.m. Classroom: Wrap-up and Discussion , Bridgewater College 

 Robin Sullenberger, Executive Director, Shenandoah Valley Partnership 
 
11:45 a.m.-12 noon Wrap -Up and Box Lunches sponsored by Blue Ridge Community College 

 The Honorable Susan B. Horne, President & CEO, LEAD VIRGINIA and  LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
 
12:00 noon  Adjourn  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LEAD VIRGINIA 
  

 
Northern Virginia  
July 16-18. 2009 

Agenda 
 

Program/Curriculum Co -Chairs: 
 Tracy Baynard, Vice President, Business Expansion/Government Affairs, McGuire Woods Consulting LLC, and 

LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 
 Adrian Chapman, Vice President, Operations, Regulatory Affairs & Energy Acquisition, Washington Gas and 

LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
  

Thursday, July 16th  
2:00 p.m.  Arrive  at hotel ɀ Reston Hyatt, 1800 Presidents Street, Reston, VA 
 
2:30-3:30 p.m.   Travel  by bus to Reagan National Airport  
 
3:30ɀ5:00 p.m. Welcome, Reagan National Airport, Exhibit Hall   

 Margaret McKeough, COO, Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority   
 The Honorable William Euille, Mayor, City of Alexandria  

Overview of Northern Virginia Economy  
 John McClain, Senior Fellow and Deputy Director, George Mason University Center On Regional 

Analysis  
Are We  Greater Washingtonians or Virginians?  
 Rhonda VanLowe, Legal Counsel, Rolls-Royce North America Inc. and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 

2008 
 Heather Gold, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, XO Communications and LEAD 

VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
 Ardell Fleeson, Commercial Real Estate Broker, CB Richard Ellis and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2009  
 Dario Marquez, CEO, MVM, Inc. and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2009  

  
5:00ɀ5:45 p.m.   Trave l by bus to Fort Myer OfficerȭÓ Club   
  
5:45-6:30 p.m. Reception Fort Myer OfficerȭÓ Club, Abrams/Chaffee Room 

Welcome 
 Colonel Laura J. Richardson, Garrison Commander  

 
6:30-7:30 p.m.   Dinner  

Keynote Speaker:  
 Scott McCaffrey, Managing Editor, Sun-Gazette Newspapers  

 
8:15-10:30 p.m.   Board Bus  for nighttime tour of Washington Monuments 
    Monuments to include: Jefferson, Lincoln, Capitol, White House and Air Force Memorial 

 Rick Moore, Division Head ɀ Program Management, Washington Gas and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 
2008 

 
10:30 p.m.   Return  to hotel  
 
Friday, July 17th  
7:00-8:00 a.m.   Breakfast  at hotel  
  
8:00ɀ9:00 a.m. Travel by bus to Prince William County   
 
9:00 ɀ 10:30 am   Tour of Micron Technology  

 Todd House, Government Affairs Manager, Micron Technology  
 Raj Narasimhan, Site Director, Micron Technology  

 
10:30ɀ 10:45 a.m. Travel  to George Mason University, Manassas Campus (Discovery Hall Auditorium) 10900 University 

Boulevard 



10:45 ɀ 11:00 a.m. Break  
 
11:00 ɀ12:00 noon   Technology Panel  

 Moderator: John Grady, Senior Manager ɀ Segment Marketing, XO Communications and LEAD 
VIRGINIA Class of 2008 

 Mark Bitterman, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, Orbital Sciences Corporation 
 Dr. Kevin Moses, Associate Director for Science and Training, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 

Janelia Farm Research Campus  
 Heather Gold, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, XO Communications and LEAD 

VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
 

12:00-12:45 p.m.   Boxed Lunches, sponsored by Micron Technology and SciencePort, .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 
 
12:45 ɀ 2:00 p.m.   Education Panel  

-ÏÄÅÒÁÔÏÒȡ ,ÕÃÙ "ÅÁÕÃÈÁÍÐȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ0ÏÒÔȟ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 
and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008 
 Dr. Steve Walts, Superintendent, Prince William County Public Schools 
 Dr. Thomas Hennessey, Chief of Staff, George Mason University  
 Dr. Robert Templin, President, Northern Virginia Community College  

 
2:00 ɀ 2:15 pm   Break  

  
2:15ɀ 2:30 p.m. Travel to Hudvar-Hazy National Air and Space Museum  
 
2:30 ɀ 4:15 pm   Tour  the Hudvar-Hazy National Air and Space Museum  
 
4:15ɀ5:15 p.m.   Travel  to Loudoun County  
 
5:15-9:00 p.m.   Tasting, Tour, Reception and Dinner, Breaux Vineyards, Purcellville  
    Presentation on Healthcare  

 Tracey White, Vice President for Community and Government Affairs, HCA Capital Division 
 
9:00    Travel back to hotel  
 
Saturday, July 18 
7:00ɀ8:00 a.m.     Breakfast  and check out   
  
8:00ɀ9:15 a.m. Travel  ÔÏ 4ÙÓÏÎȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 
 Tour  construction sites for I-495 HOT Lanes and Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project   

 Steven Titunik, Regional Transportation Program Communications Director, VDOT Megaprojects 
 Jamie Breme, VDOT  
 Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project tour guide 

 
9:15ɀ11:30 a.m.   Case Studies, McGuire Woods Consulting, LLC 

Moderators: Tracy Baynard, Vice President of Business Expansion/Government Affairs, McGuire Woods 
Consulting, LLC and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2008, Stu Mendelsohn, Partner, Holland & Knight LLC and 
LEAD VIRGINIA Board of Directors  
The Re-ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ 4ÙÓÏÎȭÓ - Can an old school suburban economic center become a 24/7 
work/live/play urban neighborhood?  

1)  Density ɀ How much and where?  
2)  How do you pay for a regional rail expansion?  

 
Toll Lanes in Northern Virginia ɀ Should transportation infrastructure be financed with public 
or pri vate resources?  

1)  Pros and cons 
2)  What is the main goal ɀ Traffic management or air quality?  

  
11:30 a.m.ɀ12:00 noon Wrap -up 

 Susan Horne, President & CEO, LEAD VIRGINIA and LEAD VIRGINIA Class of 2006 
  


